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SOME THINGS TO THINK ABOUT BEFORE THE CONFERENCE

Phil Hatlen

1. The Expanded Core Curriculum (see related articles)

Are all students assessed in all areas of the Expanded Core Curriculum (ECC)?  Do students receive instruction in areas of assessed need?  How is instruction delivered?  What creative and unique ideas have been developed in order to meet this need?  

2. The Heart of the IEP

The Individuals with Disabilities Individualized Education Act (IDIEA) defines the process through with a student enters into special education: (1) Identification; (2) Referral; (3) Assessment; (4) Instructional Goals (IEP); (5) Placement.  This is the recommended order of events.

In the best of all possible worlds, placement should occur only after assessment has taken place and instructional goals have been determined.  Do you agree?  In practice, is that how it always happens?

Assessment is of primary importance.  It should be comprehensive and non-discriminatory.  Are most high-stakes tests non-discriminatory?  Do all assessments include all areas of the Expanded Core Curriculum?

Are instructional goals realistic, considering the amount of time the teacher of the visually impaired will be able to work with the student?

3. Determining Caseload Size

This is perhaps the most frustrating, most discussed topic among teachers of the visually impaired (TVIs) and Certified Orientation and Mobility Specialists (COMS) in their profession today.  How is caseload size determined?  Does it work?  What are some solutions that might keep caseload size reasonable?  What is reasonable?  Many guidelines recommend no more than 10 or 12 students for each TVI and each COMS.  When the caseload is larger or the traveling distance is great, is more responsibility placed on the classroom teacher?  On the parent?

4. The Classroom Teacher and the TVI as a Team

How do you divide responsibility?  Do you think that the classroom teacher has more responsibility for the visually impaired child than the other children in the classroom?  What instructional areas are entirely yours?  Should the TVI be an academic tutor?

5. The Goals of the National Agenda

The National Agenda was developed in 1991 and 1992, originally identifying eight goals that were overwhelmingly endorsed by both professionals and parents.

New Hampshire and Wisconsin once led the nation in implementation plans for meeting the goals of the National Agenda.  Where is New Hampshire today?

For a look at the New Hampshire National Agenda plan, go to www.tsbvi.edu, then go to the National Agenda Home Page, and scroll down to the New Hampshire National Agenda.

6. Best Practices

What are “best practices”?  Are they the same for every community and every state?  Are there some common best practices that all teachers and COMS should use?  I will try to provide a “Best Practices” draft that is currently being developed in Texas.
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